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architect .’:mfng!.’y renovates an old ' Tt i ming incues i
ttage, using as inspiration thewordsof @ porcetain collected by the architect/
e

by @ literary superstar fromhis native the ndtane Renestune mari, Th

MOmecwmers Baught much of thelr
BULA M. BODAH = PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL PARTENIO = Hurnitura an buying trips | '
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Thoe upsbalrs hatteay, cuttitted weh quaner-

A whibe ak and moss-grenn palnk W

myoved from thi Center of the o tring In

] and gardon views. F #'
ifast reom had SRk W‘Ed

wills. Faclog page fop rights A see-through curia

cabinot neparates e madesom and kitchoen

ack in the carly part of the twentieth century, the Nobel
Prize-winning awthor, playwright and poet Rabindranath
Tagore published a pocm callad Gitasgald. Tagore, who
wis born and ralsed in Caloutta, India wrote Gitanfali in

his mative Beng t even iranskited imo our less melo.

———

s E Jyrical poem of devo-

g = has ingpired pocts
ever since. [n the infraduction go the First :Fﬂ-ﬁh-l‘; translation. William Butler Yeats WITHE
that the poerm has “stirred ny blood as nothing has for years... "

Mearly a century later, architect Dinyar Wadia, a native of Bombay (now Mumbail,
Inadia, whao lives and practices in Connecticut, bought a broken-down old house in New
: structure, omce the £ e bor a fa ssiatle, sat on ten bucolic

fuoage, eI FICE jor years. The : rgrow and

the noble ald trees were i &
Mevertheless, the place : ; v arnd his wife, Gool. on & decp level, Inspired by
the poem written so long ago by his fellow countryman, e named his new home Gitan-

fali, and vawed to return the house and gardens to their former beauty,
[nitially, Wadia thought he would need to tear down the he but fo do s
have meant cutting down two enormaous ash trees that Aanked the building. Unwilling to
kill the beausiful old tr adia instead set about to salvage what hie could of the house,
The exte e 18 ineluded moving the apstairs hall from Hs positbon (o the

center of the house, where it was lanked by a series of snall bedrooms, te (he side of the
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Thae farmal dinkyg soom ghoves with parabme
mean=hised winlls. Facing page fon it
Infgrmal @ining takes placo Im e Brsakingn
neok, tkeked Inte &h alicws bn Eha kichen
uite. Fxcing plge fop righE: Franch lime=
sbons Mocrs and counter ancd cak woor-
wark gles the kitchon a couniry amBigg

house. The new hallway is painted an earthy moss green and outfitted with floors, buikt-
in glass-front cabinets and moldings of quarter-sawn white oak. "Now as 1 go from the
staircase to oy bedroom | see & nkee view of my gardens)” says Wadia, "Its as pretty on a
snowy day as it s on a summer day,

The master bedroom oocupies the second Beor of an addition, above the airy new
kitchen with its tnformal dining area and sitting room kesking vut ante the loggla where
the Wadias enjoyv sumumer lunches.

still. were the onginal owniers to happen by, they would Jardly notice the changes
Wadia was careful to keep the omes essential look—that of 2 rambling English oot
tage—intact. He even saved the climbing hydrangeas at the front door, peeling them off
the house and holding therm up with scaffolding wil the stting crossbeams were re
placed and the facade given a new ooat of stucon. The fromt doar itself, a twe-and-a-half-
inch-thick slab of carved wood that came from a Spanish monastery, 5 original io the
hiouse, b, 25 is the brick trim on either side and the lamp that hangs above it "Its o gas
fixture, Wadia savs. "1t kas a real flame”

At 5,500 square feet on two kevels, the house is intimate, bul nist crarnpail. O the first
floor, ceilings are kept to the lower height typical of an English coltage “It’s exactly the
kind of house | like to bve in)” Wadia savs. “Tts a very cory house.

Upstairs, however, the new hallway rises high, and Wadia bowed to his wife's wish for
a tall ceiling in the master bedroom. “Afver forty-five years, he says with a laugh, "Tee
Iearned that the key to o good marriage is compromise on the part of the husband”

The guestrooms, though larger than the tiny rooms that had flanked the old hallway,
are still snug, and rather than adding chosets that would make the rooms even smaller,
the Wadias opied for antique armoines, which are, the architect notes, more b keeping
with the character of an old English cottage.

The new kitchen has cabinetry of quarter-sawn white oak and floors and counters of
French limestone. A hood of copper and brass hangs above the stove-top, which sits con
veniently in the kitchen island, “My wife is a fantastic cook.” Wadia says, and the kitchen
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‘Wadia replicated many detalls, visch as
Ehe caread roof fazoln. Much of the adgl
rell Bush landscaping and hardicape was
preserved. & greenhbouss heolds Eropical
spacimeni inchiding dischidia, cycad and
a Eree forn. Among 19 things salypged
Trmim the eriginal kouse are Ehe doos
from a Spanish monasiery, ke Bickwork
&frd 1Ha glase lamg above the door.

The larger success lies in how perfectly
house and gardens coexist; it's hard to imagine
one without the other.
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wias -,I_a_—~.|!:|-.|,-||. oW maximum L'I'Iinu'rn.fr. Ihe walls here, as well as in Uhe |1|.'ar|.l:«' bicaklast
anca and sitting rocm, are painted the warm, golden color of wrmeric, @ favarite sphoe In
Inatian cooking

16 the sitt ing room, the _FI'l'IfL'H paint is an acoent for the oak |'«-I-II-="|I:II§-‘,. A wide brick
fireplace with an [ndiana limestone sur rownd and mantel takes center dage On the
mantel and in niches in the paneling above sit Chinese porcelain pieces colbected by
Wadia's grandiather as well as antique lndian dislls of vory and gold leal.

*We love bright color” Wadin declares, pointing out the persimman hae of the formal
dining room’s walls. The Chippendale dining chairs and the table. like much of the furni-
twre b the house, were purchased on frips 10 England from Lady Pamela Pidgeon who
was, until ler recent retirement, renowned for her combination homef'shop in an eigh-
teenth-ceniury manor howse in | leredordshire.

Waadia rebatlt the |:.I.'IIIE roam, replacing lhe il |"u|lri|1'|g with mew, -'IIIL‘-I:II!‘. |a'.|-1'-='|'rl1l'-|
cabinets and removing the woeden beams that erossed the ceiling, The couples love o
color shiows up here in the ruby-red oriental rug. the saffron-colored toss pillows on the
eofa and the birerswect-bused leather stools in fromt of the fireplace

Owutside, Wadia has worked to preserve as many of the land's trees, bushes and flawers

as he could. “We have beautiful old maples, Atlantie codar and beech trees,” he noles, as
well as Japanese out-leaf maples, iries that cascade over walls and down stane steps and

the hydrangeas that once again crecp sbove and around the front door

" ¥ F o
Wadia succeeded In restoring the house 1o its ariginal charm and the land scape 1o s - W
: = | Lo . P
original lush beauty. The larger success, though, lies in how perfectly house and gardens . & B
coexist; it's hard to imagine one without the other. . ! i ‘ol
Early on i by Tagores epic posem are these st is harsh and i A3 Y
on in HJ: it dranath Tagores epic p < s words: "All that is ha » Wadis repleced the paseling in Bhe e —
dissonant in my life mells mlo one sweel I'..-.rmr-.u.r.. I ¥ = r . ing roam sl removed wooden calling
Ciitanfali, it would seem, i3 the perfect name for the Wadias' piece of heaven. » i 1o @l th Foam a et indic gk,
PsoLroRs For o irformation o & : ma - 1 . Accente of safiron. ruby and bittorswest
e e , B ="« rafloct the ownari” kove of bright colon
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