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INTHE PURSUI'T

NEW CLASSICIST, DINYAR WADIA

hen Dinvar 5, Wadia launched his career as an

architeciural designer 1 the late 19605, his

carly modernist sensibilities sparked one poten

tial lender to sugges<t he “jump oul of the window,”
Foday. Wadia spends no time seeking the approval of
hankers, preferring the sort of praise proffered by His
Roval Highness The Prince of Wales, whose Forward
For Wadia's new bhook New Classieists notes Wadia™s
“comimndand of architectaral |;|r|_:||.-|:-_----, whose r.'|l¢|||l'ir1|:
.'||-|--':|| LTl es iy COImmiasion, continues 1o be ¢n-

joved long alter |-|d'l.:|l|||r;_= fashions have moved on.”

WRITTEN BY BEROOKE PERERY

PHOTOGREAPHED BY JOMNATHAN WALLEN & DURSTEN SAYLOR






or mnore thae 30 years, Dinyar Wadia
has earned o reputation for design-
ing ang buildieg homes, gardens
anc rtariors of e kighest quality, He ang s
accomplished team have helped sculpt tha lo-
cal environment, bacoming impartant regional
proponents of classicism while intuitivaly nawi-
gating within an edectic rangs of arehitectonal
stylas—Irom English Tudor Lo French Morman-
dy, Georgizn toYictorian, Tuscan to Adirondack.
Cr goal remaing to “create exguisite and ulti-
ralaly very livatle homeas that ramain anchorad
in traditional classical cesign,” says Wadia
“Maw classicism reprasents a potert archi-
tectursl phenamenan, which a naw century har-
zlcis and to which attertion must now be paia,”
saye Faul Gunther, prasident of the Institure of
Classical Architacture & Classical Armerica, n
praize of Wadia’s work, "Sinca 1975, Dinyar Wa-
dia'’s contemporary application of classical farms

and their vasying means of ewpression have

heloed ansure the regon's histons cantinuum
The results are rot only fine indwidual stroc-
tures, but zlso stronger naighborhoods and buils
landscapes respectful of past axcellence, which
demorstrels reinvention ang renewal "

Barn in Bombay, India, Wadia developed
ween interast in architecture at an aarly age. He
credits the city’s Gataway of India, the Vicroria
Tarrinus (rallway station) and the lush gardans
surrounding bres surmmar home outside Bormn-
bay with helping 10 shape some of his earliest

ideas zhout architecture and the relatiorship

metwaan buildings and thair surroundings,
A AMERCAN SHINGLE-STYLE HOME N HIHH ill Hillllhil_'-. |]I!|Eil. lI'l"liﬂliil
Ut ; ;
'l""'|'||P|3'|'|I il |\.""l| IeErest i
architecture at an |~;g|]:l avie Hie
credis the n'il:-. R | PLLWELY ol
|r'|'|ii1. ||||' Ill.il'rlll'iil .I.I'E'Jllitj'!l‘-
(ranlway station) and the lush
_"_"-'l'|'1i"r|"' 3-|||'|'|?'||.ll'|il'|:1 |Ii"\- ST
herne ont=ide Bombay with
helpang to shape some ol his
vcarhest ideas about architeciure

andd e relationship between

Bunlhings and their surronndings,
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THE LOGGIA OF THE STATELY

AMERICAN COLONIAL STYLE HOUSE
PROVIDES SWEEPING VIEWS OF THE

PICTURESQUE GARDENS.
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adiz stucied archiracture at Indiz's Ma-
narzja Sapajirac University of Barode,
completing a five-yar pragram that in-
cludad, fortuitously, fine arts and landscaps ar
chitecture, Indias polucal cimate and Wada's

own intarest in oursing a mastar's cegres notha

LS. ladd birn and bis wilie, Gool, to move to MNew
¥or, where ha aaralled at Columbia Univassity
i 1958, e gradusted as e Willarm Kinney Fal-
lovwe with several job offers, including ona from his

orafessern Victor Christ Janer a successiul moo-

Carazn. He has naver rs-
gretted his decision to forego the fast pace of

Mew York City i Faver of more rural Conrectizut

where, he recalls, 7| lgarned two very valuable
professonal lesons: (ke mportance of really
istaning to peop e and the understanding that

ago has no placs in successiul desgn.”

Though many of Wadias earliest designs

wena modern, after six years living amaong Con

i

rECTCUls country estates and olegant homas, he was drawn to the classical cesign thar first insprod
kirnin India. He tarmed Wadia Assaciates in 1975 and, though maocem arcaitecture was the arder of
the day, he nurtured s growing eppreciabion Tor classical design by twming Lo a handial of inspiring
sourcas, “hir Baniswer Fletchars A History of Architecture proved to be & priceless resource on the

AP

principals of classicism, ™ exnlaing Wada, who credits the work of renowred architeols John Bussall
Pope, Sir Edwin Lalyens and Stanford White with strangly influgnzing his soyle

Although principally an architectural design company, Wadia Asscciates has grown over the
years—largely criven by client demand—Le alss offer an interor decorating service, & gardan de
1N service and & construction maragement service, “Many timeas, clients choose 1o use all of our
services as s streamlinegs the desigr grocess, ™ noles Wacha,

Mot surprisingly, Wadis 1= 5 passionate ganden-lover anc has ravelad to many of the worla's fin
257 public and private gardens, "4 house without @ garden has no soul,” he has said. And tor thes
reason, his clients ofter describea ther bomes as “rootea in the langscape.” From the focation of ex
igting trees to the placemant of windows to canture natural light, site consideration & of paramaunt

rmporlance ooWadia, And the proot 15 i the pudding, as bis own garderns, Giranjali—namead after

achigvement in traditional design and recogrizes designers whose work anhances the beauty and
numane gqualitias of the built envircnment,

Although all of the firn's orcjects are raditienal or clagsical in cesign, & Wadia barme does not have

a singular style, "Connecticut, in particular, has a leng history of eclectic architectural styles, including




the first shirgle and calonial hames in the country. A such, we design hemes in a numbear of traditional
styles, which ulimately complemert our cierts individual testes and [Hestylas, " Wadia axplains,

Though avewed Maw Classicists, Wadia Associztes’ pluralistic approach to traditanal dasign
is not rooted in a slavish imilabion of tha past, Mare aporoprataly, it is based upor reintarpreling
the past and updating it for the prasent. &nd while all ot kis dasigns feature the classic praoar-
Lons ard sxquisite details of houses from 2 bygene age, Wadia and hie t2am are still 2ble o
incorporate all the amanitivs and needs of a moderr &mercan tarnily. “Whether | am desigring
an apartment in Manhattan, a pocl house in Greenwich or a grand estate on Long Island Sound,
itis traditional architacture for the modern waorld,” states Wadia,

Currently, the Mew Canaan-based Wadia Associstes has projects in Greenwich, ring-
tar, Leng lsland, Manhattan, Mew Caraan, Weston, Wiltan and Westport, [Their archiractura
manograps, ttled Wew Classicists - Wadia Associotes (publishad by Images Fublisking Graup) iz avail-

able ot most Dookstores and anline retai ars.t %
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THE FRONT OF THIS FRENCH COUNTRY
HOUSE IS FRAMED THROUGH CUSTOM
DESIGNED WROUGHT IRON GATES.






